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ABSTRACT Plants and animals are two consecutive factors of this living world. Both are interdependent and
connected to each other. As plants are producers of nature, similarly animals are also important contributors of it.
They both play an important role in stability of nature. In view of this, animal health particularly of cattle has
huge emphasis on our economy. The present paper deals with some specific diseases of cattle and their treatment
by locally available herbal medicines, which are found to be highly effective and beneficial.

INTRODUCTION

Cattle play a very important role in Indian
society. They are the key source of the Indian
economy also. The word cattle deals with milk
yielding animals particularly cow (Bos indicus),
buffalo (Bos bubbalcus) and goat (Capra). At-
tention must be paid to the maintenance of health
and working ability of cattle. They must be pro-
tected from diseases. Their ill health not only
affects the productivity but also imposes im-
pact on environment including ourselves. The
cattle rearers are mostly poor citizens who are
unable to afford allopathic costly treatment pro-
cedures, secondarily they do not have faith on
allopathic medicines. They mainly rely on their
own traditional practices of treatment which
chiefly includes treatment practices by the use
of plants and their products.

Gwalior district is among the large districts
of Madhya Pradesh, having approximately 6.7
lakh population of cattle. Six breeds of buffaloes
are common in India. Out of these, four variet-
ies: (i) Surti (ii) Mehsana (iii) Murrah and (iv)
Zafrabadi are reared in Gwalior district. Average
daily milk yield per buffalo is 4.5-10 litres per
day. Cows reared in Gwalior are Grey lyre horn,
Wide forehead, Desi, Malvi and cross-breed. Av-
erage milk yield per cow is 3.5-7 litres per day.
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Two breeds of goat - Jamunapuri and Barbari are
mostly reared in and around Gwalior. Male goats
are mainly raised for meat. Majority of goats are
natural feeders, rarely given grains and good
fodder in the study area, hence they are average
milk producers yielding 0.5 to 4 litres milk. Goat
manure is very good for soil.

The owners of cattle, folk practitioners, milk-
men and farmers of society treat diseased cattle
with the help of local herbs and traditionally
known plants. A large number of workers had
collected various valuable information on the
use of herbal practices in various regions of In-
dia. Some have worked for liver problems of cat-
tle and found out their herbal treatment (Girach
etal. 1998). Commendable work has been done
on in north-eastern regions for various diges-
tive, skin, injury and other problems of cattle
(Jain and Shrivastava 2003). Even such medi-
cines are found to be useful in brain fever, ecto-
parasitism (Tiwari and Pande 2006), endopara-
sitism (Nag et al. 2007) and fractured bone and
eye watering (Kumar and Nagayya 2017).

Objective
The main aim of the study is to find out the
effective medicines for cattle by using tradition-
al recipes of plants and their products and to
popularize them.
METHODOLOGY

For the study 16 localities in Gwalior city and
30 villages around Gwalior were selected. The



AN EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDY ON ETHNO-VETERINARY PRACTICES 367

method of investigation is mainly interviewing
and survey method which includes set of ques-
tionnaire regarding the disease, causative agent,
symptoms, plants used in treatment, mode of
administration of drugs, dosage and their effects
on animals.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The villagers and cattle rearers mainly rely
on the plants and their products for the treat-
ment of their livestock as they are safe and eas-
ily available in their surroundings. The present
paper deals with some specific diseases of cat-
tle and their treatment by locally available herb-
al medicines, which are found to be highly ben-
eficial. The people of that area have full faith in
these medicines which are found to be very ef-
fective and harmless. Most of the recipes used
by villagers of the region are different from the
observations of other investigators in different
regions of India. Even for similar ailment like fe-
ver and diarrhoea different plant recipes are used
(Jain and Kadel 2006). Remarkable work has been
done in Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
(Narayan and Rao 2015; Manoranjotham and
Kamaraj 2016; Kumar and Nagayya 2017), Vidar-
bha, Rajasthan (Kulkarni et al. 2014; Dudi and
Meena 2017), Agra and Betul regions (Singh et
al. 2005; Patil and Deshmukh 2015), but still this
knowledge is in danger of extinction, which
needs to be systematized and standardized.
Present study has been done to emphasize the
role of medicinal plants for the well-being of cat-
tle in Gwalior region of Madhya Pradesh.

Table 1 shows some specific ailments of cat-
tle, followed by plants used in their treatment,
family, local name of plant and their mode of
administration.

CONCLUSION

Ethno-veterinary medicines are thus found
to be highly effective in treating various ailments
of cattle. People have faith in them since gener-
ations. They are beneficial, harmless and easily
affordable for the society.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Itis required that this traditional knowledge
should reach everyone and for this its system-
atization and documentation is must. With this,
it is also necessary to conserve our natural flora
of medicinal plants by planting new and pre-
serving existing.
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